
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Canadian foreign policy after October 2015:
The United Nations and Canada

Ottawa - The next government of Canada will need to do much more to support the important 
work of the United Nations.  Canada’s lack of engagement at the world body in recent years has 
contributed significantly to our diminished place in the world. However, important developments
in the UN’s 70th anniversary year offer opportunities for improving Canada’s contributions to 
global governance.

According to Warren Allmand, President of the World Federalist Movement – Canada, “In the 
past Canada has shown leadership in supporting UN peacekeeping, development and human 
rights. This tradition should be enhanced and continued in a world that requires more, not less 
global governance and cooperation.”

The World Federalists today released a “Special Election Issue” of their flagship bulletin 
Mondial, which provides a series of expert commentaries on how Canada can get back in the 
game at the United Nations.

Today’s release follows the publication in 2013 and 2014 of “The United Nations and Canada: 
What Canada has done and should be doing at the United Nations..” [LINK] These annual 
publications left Canadians with a deeper understanding of the need for their government to be 
more actively involved on a range of global issues at the UN. 

John Trent, WFM – Canada Board Chair and Past-President of the International Political Science
Association, adds that constructive engagement at the UN should also be accompanied by a 
dedicated effort to reform the world body. “A forward looking government of Canada should 
make ‘Rethinking the United Nations’ a central program of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and give it the resources required to promote this quasi-constitutional process and to encourage 
other ‘like-minded’ countries to become partners.“

Articles in this Special election Issue of Mondial discuss the new Sustainable Development 
Agenda, UN peace operations, women’s rights, the Responsibility to Protect, the International 
Criminal Court, the UN Peacebuilding Architecture, disarmament, human rights, and reform of 
the UN System. 

A list of topics and spokespersons is provided below. The Special election issue of Mondial is 
attached and available online [LINK].

For more information: 
Fergus Watt, WFM – Canada Executive Director, (613) 232-0647, ferguswatt6@gmail.com. 
Hon. Warren Allmand, WFM – Canada President, (514) 262-5623, allmandw@gmail.com. 
John Trent, WFM – Canada Board Chair,  (819) 827-1025, jtrent@uottawa.ca. 
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TOPICS & SPOKESPERSONS:

• The Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda. Shannon Kindornay, Adjunct 
Research Professor, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton 
University. Cell: (613 878-4673; Shannon.kindornay@carleton.ca. 

• Canadian contributions to UN peace operations and UN peacekeeping reform. 
Walter Dorn, Professor of Defence Studies, Canadian Forces College; Cell: (647) 205-
2032; dorn@cfc.dnd.ca; and H. Peter Langille, specialist in conflict resolution, 
independent defence analysis, peace initiatives and UN operations. Cell: (519) 709-
1360; hpl@globalcommonsecurity.org. 

• The Responsibility to Protect and the International Criminal Court. Fergus Watt, 
Executive Director, WFM – Canada. (613) 232-0647; ferguswatt6@gmail.com.

• Canada’s record on women’s rights. Marilou McPhedran, professor at the Global 
College, University of Winnipeg; Cell: (204) 297-2113; 
marilou.mcphedran.uw@gmail.com; and Megan Nobert, international criminal and 
human rights lawyer; megan.nobert@gmail.com.

• The UN’s Peacebuilding Architecture. Carolyn McAskie, former Assistant Secretary-
General and head of the UN Peacebuiding Commission’s Support Office. Cell: (819) 
329-2250; cmcaskie@gmail.com.

• Canada’s role in arms control and disarmament. Douglas Roche, Former Canadian 
Ambassador for Disarmament, author of “The United Nations in the 21st Century,” and 
former Chairperson, Middle Powers Initiative. Cell: 780 984-9282; djroche@shaw.ca.

• United Nations reform. John Trent, Past Secretary General of the International Political 
Science Association and Board Chair, World Federalist Movement – Canada; Tel: (819) 
827-1025; jtrent@uottawa.ca.

• The United Nations and human rights. Hon. Warren Allmand, former federal cabinet 
minister and current President, World Federalist Movement – Canada.  Cell: (514) 262-
5623; allmandw@gmail.com.  
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